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the National Headquarters of the CAP at Max-
well Air Force Base in Alabama, and open to 
distinguished members of the Cadet Program 
from all fifty states and two territories. 

Cadet Technical Sergeant Specht entered 
the contest inspired by the CAP core values of 
Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence and 
Respect and by her desire to instill those val-
ues in her subordinate cadets. As a staunch 
opponent of any form of drug abuse, Cadet 
Technical Sergeant Specht believes we should 
all do our best to live up to these core values. 

I could not agree more. 
Madam Speaker, on March 26, 2007, she 

was awarded the CAPs second place honors 
for her extraordinary ability to impart those val-
ues through artwork. Today, in honor of her 
legendary dedication to bettering the citizens 
of Michigan and of her contributions to the 
CAP, I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Cadet Technical Sergeant Christine 
Specht for her loyal and selfless service to our 
community and our country. 
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HONORING REVEREND DR. 
SAMUEL SIMPSON 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, Reverend Dr. 
Samuel Simpson, Pastor of the Bronx Baptist 
and Wake Eden community Baptist Churches 
in the Bronx was born in Jamaica West Indies. 
He relocated to the United States in the early 
sixties. He and his wife Lola Campbell have 
three children and five grandchildren. He is 
well known in the Bronx and the West Indian 
communities throughout the State and beyond. 

In addition to leading the Bronx and Wake 
Eden congregations, Rev. Simpson has been 
instrumental in starting the Honeywell Baptist 
Chapel, and a newer mission in the Spring 
Valley area. Grace Baptist Chapel in the 
northern section of the Bronx is an offshoot of 
Bronx Baptist Church. Rev. Simpson also 
communicates his strong belief in helping peo-
ple via the media, and writes a weekly column 
for the Carib News. Periodically he is heard on 
Family Radio and has been the subject of 
three books: ‘‘What God did for Me,’’ ‘‘Sam 
Simpson, Architect of Hope,’’ and his most re-
cent ‘‘To Dream the Impossible Dream.’’ 

He serves in many capacities in the Baptist 
denomination. Among his leadership roles has 
been President—Baptist Convention of New 
York for two terms, and Moderator—Metropoli-
tan New York Baptist Association. Other areas 
of service were: President and Board Chair-
man of Protestant Council of Churches of New 
York, President, Bronx division of Council of 
Churches, Chairman of the Board and Presi-
dent, Bronx Shepherds Restoration, and 
Board Member, Northeastern Bible College. 
Rev. Dr. Simpson is a true man of God and 
a firm believer in serving the total person. He 
has worked tirelessly for his community both 
within and outside the Bronx seeking to im-
prove the temporal and spiritual aspects of his 
congregation and his community. 

We are a stronger, better community for his 
work. 

CONGRATULATING THE INDEPEND-
ENCE, MISSOURI SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Independence, Mis-
souri School District for receiving a 2007 Com-
munity Schools National Award for Excellence. 
This prestigious award is bestowed upon only 
two other areas in our nation by the Coalition 
for Community Schools, honoring communities 
that demonstrate a commitment to creating 
community schools. 

The Independence School District has 
worked tirelessly through its ‘‘Inspiring Great-
ness Initiative’’ to put public schools at the 
center of a connected community, To do this, 
the Independence School District has initiated 
programs that serve children, families, and the 
community before, during, and after school. In 
this way, the public schools become a hub for 
the larger community, connecting families and 
resources. 

The ‘‘Inspiring Greatness Initiative’’ has had 
many successes. ‘‘Kids’ Safari,’’ the school 
district’s before and after school program, 
which has been studied by Yale University, 
has resulted in increased classroom perform-
ance; greater self-reliance and task comple-
tion; and better school attendance, with stu-
dents in the program attending significantly 
more days of school per year than those not 
in the program. In addition, the Independence 
School District is reaching out to families, pro-
viding over 17,000 home visits by social work-
ers in 3 years, and running programs that re-
sult in 80 percent of children having contact 
with the school district before Kindergarten. 

The Independence School District is a 
model of community participation in our 
schools. Each school has a Site Council, 
bringing together parents, teachers, students, 
and community members to assess and ad-
dress the needs of the school and the neigh-
borhood. In turn, the schools actively give 
back to the community, providing countless 
volunteer hours. With the help of the Local In-
vestment Commission, the Independence 
School District has created a web of partner-
ships between government, business, and 
families, with community schools at the center. 
These partnerships are renewing community 
involvement and participation. 

Madam Speaker, please join me on this 
wonderful occasion in congratulating the Inde-
pendence School District; its dedicated staff, 
students and parents; its outstanding Super-
intendent, Dr. Jim Hinson, who recently re-
ceived the distinguished 2007 Robert L. 
Pearce Award from the Missouri Association 
of School Administrators; and its superb Board 
of Education. Their hard work and unwavering 
commitment are a source of pride to the Fifth 
District of Missouri, and I urge my colleagues 
to join me in expressing sincere congratula-
tions to the Independence School District for 
this remarkable achievement. 

TRIBUTE TO LAURA M. TOY, FOR 
HER DISTINGUISHED CAREER 
SERVING THE STATE OF MICHI-
GAN 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge the distin-
guished career of Laura M. Toy, former Michi-
gan State Senator representing the 6th District 
of Wayne County. 

Throughout her career, Senator Toy im-
proved the lives of countless citizens. Born on 
December 22, 1951, Senator Toy was raised 
in Livonia, Michigan, where she still resides 
today. After graduating from Livonia’s Bentley 
High School, where she was president of her 
graduating class, she earned an Associate of 
Arts degree from Schoolcraft College, and 
thereafter a Bachelor of General Studies De-
gree from the University of Michigan. 

Senator Toy began serving her community 
at a young age. A longtime small business 
owner, as a child she first sold pot holders to 
the neighbors to purchase clothes for her sis-
ter, Carol. She also sold penny candy to 
neighborhood children out of her garage, and 
was a member of the local Girl Scouts council. 
Later in her career, Senator Toy became a 28 
year co-owner of Cardwell Florist in Livonia 
and a 7 year member of the Schoolcraft Com-
munity College Board of Trustees. With tire-
less devotion, she dedicated her time to im-
proving the community as a Livonia City 
Council member for 8 years, the Livonia City 
Treasurer for 3 years, and as the 19th District 
Michigan State Representative for 4 years. 

Thereafter, on November 7, 2002, Senator 
Toy was elected to the Michigan State Senate. 
During her tenure, Senator Toy served as 
Chair of the Local, Urban and State Affairs, 
Senior Citizens and Veteran Affairs Commit-
tees, and Vice Chair of the Commerce and 
Labor Committee; and previously as Vice 
Chair of the Technology and Energy Com-
mittee. The sponsor of 22 Public Acts, she 
championed efforts to enhance Michigan’s 
educational system, strengthen small busi-
nesses, and promote the rights of people with 
disabilities. 

For her unwavering commitment to excel-
lence, she has earned a number of prestigious 
awards, including: the Livonia Women of the 
Year and Outstanding Young Women of 
America awards, the Livonia Chamber of 
Commerce Athena Award, the YMCA Honor-
able Legislator Award, the University of Michi-
gan Alumni Community Service of the Year 
Award, and the Schoolcraft College Alumnus 
of the Year Award. The Association of the Re-
tarded Citizen also recognized her efforts to 
improve the lives of people with disabilities in 
2000 with the Legislator of the Year award. 

Senator Toy attributes her inspiration to the 
loved ones around her, including: her mother, 
Eileen Toy, who passed away in April of 2006, 
disabled brother Glen, who also passed away 
in 1998, sister Carol, brother Bruce, niece 
Corrin, nephew Christopher, and long-time 
business partner, Colleen Siembor. In return, 
her compassion, dedication, and loyalty con-
tinues to inspire all who know her. 

Madam Speaker, during her distinguished 
career, Senator Toy has bettered the lives of 
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